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the purity of our life. But when 
spiritual joy fills our hearts, the 
Serpent pours out his deadly poi- 
son in vain. 

When the spirit is tearful, for- 
lorn, downeast, it is readily swal- 
lowed up completely by sadness, or 
it is carried to the extreme of vain 
enjoyments ... If he lingers in his 
gloom, that Babylonian mess will 
ripen to the point where, it is not 
flushed out with tears, it will gen- 
erate permanent corrosion in the 
heart.” 


es 


OFFICERS OF THE "THIRD ORDER OF 
ST. FRANCIS IN NORTH AMERICA” 


BISHOP PROTECTOR NCWC 
Most Rev. Richard J. Cushing, D.D. 
Archbishop of Boston 
DIRECTIVE BOARD : 
The Very Rev. Provincial Superiors 
EXECUTIVE BOARD 
Fr. Conrad Polzer O.F.M.Cap., ca 
Fr. John McGuirk 'T.O.R., vice-chairman 
Fr. Adolph Bernholz O.F.M.C., councilor; 
Fr. Philip Marquard O.F.M., esr 
: 
( 


Wm. E. Corcoran (3), consultor-treasurer 
Leo Leddy (3), ass’t. treasurer; Jame 
Barry Jr. (10), publicity director. 
EXECUTIVE SECRETARIAT 
8140 Spring Mill Road, 
Indianapolis 20, Ind. 
EXECUTIVE TREASURER 
Wm. E. Corcoran, 825 Academy Avye,, | 
Cincinnati 5, Ohio 
PUBLICITY DIRECTOR 
James P. Barry Jr., 2095 Vinewood Aves 
Detroit, Michigan’ 
PROVINCIAL HEADQUARTERS 
The Rev. Fr. Commissaries 
645 S. Irwin Ave., Green Bay, Wis. 
(O.F.M.) 
310 E. 24th St., New York 10, N.Y. 
(O.F.M.) 
1615 Vine St., Cincinnati 10, O. (OF 
135 W. 3ist St., New York 1, N.Y. 
1434 W. Sist St., Chine’ 9, Ill. 


Washington 17, D.C. (O.F.M.) 

1852 W..22nd PL, Chicago, Ill. 

220 37th St., Pittsburgh 1, Penn. 
(O.F.M. Cap.) 

1916 N. 4th St., Milwaukee 12, Wis. 
(O.F.M. Cap. ) 

754 Gun Hill Road, New York, N.Y. 
(O.F.M. Cap.) 

806 11th St., Altoona, Penn. (T.O.R.) 

Third Order Villa, Garrison, New York 
(O.F.M. Cap.) 

St. Le ra nce Seminary, Crystal Lake, I } 
(O.F ) | 

P.O. Box 546, Middleburg, N.Y. (O.F.M.Ci 

461 Richmond St. N.W., Grand Rapids 4, 
Mich. (O.F.M.C.) iH 

St. Francis College, Loretto, Penn. (T.O.R'}) 

1928 Main St., P.O. Box 218, Dewitt, Micii! 
(O.F.M:) | 

225-Ackerman Ave., Clifton, New Jersey ‘| 
(O.F.M.) 

EAST 

. 200 Michigan Ave., La Canada, California ij 


3. 
4. 
5 
6. 
7. 
8. 
9. 
0. 


1 


~ 
= 


. 1541 Golden Gate, Los Angeles 26, Calif. 
(O.F.M. Cap.) { 
4848 Ellis Ave., Chicago 15, Ill. (O.F.M.)). 
212 Lafayette St., Newark, New Jersey 
GIOERS) 
St. Hyacinth Seminary, Granby, Conn. 
(O.F.M.C.) 
- 2010 Dorchester St. W., Montreal P. Q., - 
Canada (O.F.M.) | 
- 2080 Dorchester St. W., Montreal P. Q., |, 
Canada (O.F.M.) 
Franciscan Monastery. Kennebunk Port, 
Maine (O.F.M.) 
460 8-E Ave., Limoilou, Quebec, Canada // 
(O.F.M. Cap.) 
4160 Lorain Ave., Cleveland 13, Ohio 
(O.F.M.) i) 
Mount St. Francis Retreat House, Cochrat@ 
Alberta, Canada (O.F.M. ) 
4 Ponus St., New Canaan, Conn. 


CENTRAL OFFICE 


NEWS-LET TER 


THIRD ORDER DIRECTORS’ INSTITUTE 
TO STUDY NEW CONSTITUTIONS OF T.O. 


HE ANNUAL Third Order Directors’ institute will devote this year’s 
2ssions to discussing the salient points of the new International Third 
Irder Constitutions. The Institute will be held at Alverna Retreat 
Louse, 8140 Spring Mill Rd., Indianapolis 20, Indiana on July 1-3. Every 
‘hird Order Director in the country is invited to attend and to partici- 
jate in these important sessions. 

The expenses of each Reverend Director attending the Institute really 
nould be covered by the respective fraternity, because it surely is for 
ae general welfare of the fraternity that directors be present. The 
harge is $20.00. 


A brief conspectus of the program and schedule is as follows: 


Tuesday, July 1 

} 12:00 noon Luncheon and Opening Remarks 

2:00 P.M. Session: Making Postulant Instruction Count 

4:00 P.M. Session: Making Novice Instruction Count 

7:30 P.M. Demonstrations of Postulant and Novice Instructions with 
discussion. 


Wednesday, July 2 

9:00 A.M. Session: Making Third Order Promotion Count 
10:45 A.M. Session: Director’s Duties 

2:00 P.M. Session: Making Elections Count 

4:00 P.M. Session: Making Our Projects Count 
7:30 P.M. Demonstration and Discussion of “AVE” 


Thursday, July 3 
~ 9:00 A.M. Session: Making Fraternity Zeal and Enthusiasm Count 
(The Apostolate) 
' 10:45 A.M. Session: Making our Youth Fraternities Count 


{oTE: Please make your reservation as soon as possible with Fr. Philip 


Marquard O.F.M., 8140 Spring Mill Rd., Indianapolis 20, Indiana. 
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APPLYING CHRISTIANITY IN THE SPIRIT OF ST. FRANCIS 
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SAMUEL CARDINAL STRITCH 1878-1958 


Wises SAMUEL CARDINAL STRITCH was taken by God on the evening | 
of May 26 his death was headlined around the world. In Chicago where | 
he was known and loved by millions, special radio and TV programs ; 
told of his life events. Father Edward V. Cardinal C.M., a close asso- 
ciate of His Eminence, summarized the Archbishop of Chicago’s life : 
on a special TV program and ended by saying: “Let us invoke the bless- 
ing of the little saint whom His Eminence admired so much and imi- 
tated so closely—St. Francis of Assisi. “The Lord bless thee, Samuel, . 
and keep thee. May He turn his face to thee and give thee peace. May 
he show his countenance to thee and have mercy. The Lord Bless thee.’” | 

Everyone who attempted to eulogize the great Cardinal could only 4 
express it in ene word—he was a humble man. For he was a true imi- | 
tator of the poor and the little man of Assisi. He was easily approach- | 
able. No one else mattered when you were in his presence. For individ- | 
uals were important to him—not masses. As individuals were important |) 
to St. Francis of Assisi. | 

It must have been as a cleric in the North American College in Rome 4 
that Samuel Cardinal Stritch joined the Third Order of St. Francis. 4 
His death recalls the fact that he solemnly celebrated his silver jubilee, 
in 1936 when he was Archbishop of Milwaukee. Father Conrad Polzer 
O.F.M.Cap., chairman of the Central Tertiary Board, was then local) 
director of St. Francis Fraternity in Milwaukee which prepared the 
Archbishop’s celebration. 

His Eminence was a real student of St. Francis. He told this writer 
on several occasions that he had read all the sources of Franciscanism 
and that he liked Victtorino Facchinetti’s books on St. Francis, which) 
he read in the original Italian. He once told this writer that young} 
Francesco probably had a very good idea of how Christendom was 
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egenerating and the heresies that afflicted the church from the informa- 
ion brought back from the crossroads of the world by his merchant- 
raveller father. Francis’ vision was from the earliest days a universal 
utlook. 

“It was many years ago that, as a young man, I became a member of 
‘the order,’ His Eminence once said. “Throughout these years I have 
seen many organizations founded for one purpose or another. I have 
had the privilege of spending much time at Assisi, and of studying St. 
Francis and his background in Umbria. 

“One thing in all this has impressed me: that every pope for scores 
of years on the throne of Peter has issued a special letter appealing for 
the spread of the Third Order as a cure for the evils of our day. I have ~ 
seen a measure of reply to those appeals, and few things have given me 
greater pleasure than to behold, particularly in the last few decades, 
the great growth of the Third Order. 

“As you gather today to pay me honor, and as I stand here to pay 
that honor to St. Francis, let us both resolve at once that we will develop 
the spirit of St. Francis in our souls and lives with the means that under 
God have been placed at our disposal as tertiaries. With that spirit 
exemplified, we can help beat down the idol of Humanism that has 
usurped Christ’s place before the world, and help the world to find 
again the saving Cross of Christ.” 

That His Eminence kept St. Francis in his focus is attested by the 
fact that on his desk in the chancery office was one little statue: a 
beautiful wood carving of St. Francis of Assisi. 

All the tertiaries of St. Francis throughout the country join their 
Seraphic Father in begging of Our Lord: “May the Lord turn his counte- 
nance to thee Samuel, and give thee eternal peace!” 


It warnt the Goths that defeated Kome— 
Tt wae the free circuses 


Luxuries, power, indulgence had made the once-tough Roman people 
soft. To stay popular, their emperors gave them more and more of the 
ease they craved—free bread, free circuses, easier living. 

So the Romans softened up themselves for the ambitious, hard-working 
barbarians. And in 410 A.D. the greatest naiion the world had ever seen 
was invaded and destroyed. 

The greedy cry of ‘something for nothing,’’ the stupid whine of ‘‘some- 
body else should sacrifice not me'’—cou'd do exactly ihe same for this 


nafion, NOW. 
—The above advertisement appeared in the March 31, 1958 issue of 


Newsweek and points up a moral that has been the mode of living for 
tertiaries for the past 700 years. You cannot keep “in shape” either 
physically or morally by “easy living.” Physical power demands exer- 
cise; spiritual power (virtue) is attained by hard exercise, repeated 
practice until we have “good habits.” And the philosophy of “sacrifice” 
is the cross-bearing doctrine of Our Lord and the poverty-or-abnegation- 
doctrine of St. Francis. It cuts clean through the whole of our lives. @ 


ary? © © 1.9:5.8 219 


What the Third Order 4 
Ought to Do! { 


BY AN EXPERIENCED DIRECTOR 


W HILE SERIOUS DOUBTS have sometimes been entertained of the prac- | 
ticability of the Third Order in our day and the possibility of winning 
for it any widespread interest among modern Catholics, these doubts 
must have been dispelled within the last ten years from the minds of | 
all those who have watched the growth of the Third Order in the 
United States. From all quarters most gratifying reports have kept 
coming in of large classes of novices professed, of new tertiary fraterni- 
ties being founded, of various centers increasing and widening their 
activities, of enthusiastic meetings and conventions being held, new 
tertiary magazines being established, and yet other undertakings being 
planned; so that not only has the practicability of the Third Order 
been demonstrated, but the hope warranted that the Third Order, 
which is as yet only in its beginning in America, is destined to become 
a power in the American Catholic laity and to instill new life into 
clergy and laity alike throughout our beloved land. 

Growth and Life 

To some, this marvelous and rapid growth may appear strange, but 
it is nothing new in the history of the order. The Third Order has 
ever been popular, and has ever enlisted a host of members, wherever 
it has been made sufficiently known. But while the recent growth of 
the Order in America is no new phenomenon in its seven hundred 
years’ existence, neither would it be anything novel if this progress 
should prove to be more apparent than real. Growth, to be sure, is 
a sign of life, but in itself no sure sign that the life is healthy and 
the organism sound. Religious orders can nearly all tell of a partial 
or temporary loss of original spirit and original aims, due in many 
cases to too rapid growth, in which the diffusion of the founders’ 
spirit did not keep pace with the increase in membership. And so 
it has been in some places with the Third Order of St. Francis. To 
remain true to its original purpose and spirit, an order must assimilate 
and transform its new material—a process that requires time and care, 
and that will be frustrated if too little discrimination is exercised in 
the selection of applicants, or not enough attention given to their 
proper instruction. 

That our experience may not be a repetition of that of some other — 
countries, that the Third Order in America may not make giant strides 
in the wrong direction, away from the true purpose of the Order, 
we ought now to examine whether the right spirit is instilled into the | 
hundreds of new members yearly professed. We ought to observe, too, 
whether or not some “heresy” has perhaps gained entrance into the | 
minds of even some of those who are entrusted with the task of steering 
the Order toward its proper destiny. In no case can anything but 
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shop James Michael Ryan O.F.M. blesses the scapulars and cords before investing members of 
ie Third Order at St. Augustine Church, Chicago, Illinois. 


good result from such an investigation. If the Order is on the right 
track, then all is well, and we may pursue the journey with the renewed 
confidence and enthusiasm. If, however, it has veered, be it ever so 
little, from its proper course and be headed away from its goal, now 
is the time to set it right. The captain of a vessel who discovers soon 
after lifting anchor that he is following a wrong course, can with 
little inconvenience retrieve his error; not so, however, if the error 
be perceived only after the ship has been long under way. 


Third Order—What For? 


At the hazard, then, of being tedious, I must first state what the 
purpose is that the Third Order is expected to attain. That it must 
have a well defined purpose, goes without saying. Its holy founder 
did not launch it on the troubled sea of this world without commission- 
ing it to steer for some particular port. Neither have the Roman 
pontiffs so carefully guarded and fostered it without a definite aim 
in view. The object, then, of the Third Order is the object that St. 
Francis had in view when he founded it, and the end the sovereign 
pontiffs had in view when they promoted and reorganized it. 


What was that aim? Let history, the papal encyclicals, and the com- 


petent authorities tell. 
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Every student of Franciscan history knows that St. Francis founded — 
the Third Order to achieve as far as feasible among Christians in the ~ 
world what he aimed to achieve more fully by means of the First and 
Second Orders. Realizing that not all that caught the spirit of un- 
worldliness, self-denial, and brotherly love, which was the burden of 
all his preaching, could enroll themselves in the Order of the Friars 
Minor or of the Poor Clares, Francis established a third fraternity for 
persons living in the world. Being, in a sense, a substitute for the 
other two orders, intended to do for its members what they do for 
theirs, the Third Order was plainly to have the same spirit and the 
same general purpose as they; only the means and methods were to 
be suited to the circumstances and capacity of the laity. 


Living the Gospel 

Now in regard to the purpose of the First Order and the purpose 
of St. Francis’ reform movement in general, there exists but one opinion: 
Francis’ purpose was to win a wayward world to the profession and 
practice of the principles of the Gospel. It was the Gospel that first 
moved him to doff his costly garments and espouse Poverty as his bride; 
and it was the Gospel again on which he drew in composing his first 
rule, which was largely made up of passages from the Gospel. In his 
encyclical Auspicato, Sept. 17, 1882, Pope Leo XIII expressly declares 
St. Francis to have been the instrument chosen by God to accomplish 
the mighty task of bringing the world back to the profession of Chris-— 
tian truth and to the evangelical precepts of life. “With a wonderful — 
perseverence and simplicity, St. Francis began to hold up to a decadent — 
world in word and in deed the true ideal of Christian perfection ..._ 
leading it back from a long and grievous aberration to the imitation — 
of Christ.” 

The purpose of the First Order being, then, to bring the world back | 
to the profession and practices of the principles of the Gospel, such — 
is also the object of the Third Order. This conclusion is confirmed 
by the fact that the first tertiary rule was made up chiefly by precepts | 
and exhortations taken verbatim from the Gospel, and that the first 
tertiaries themselves, “keeping in view the virtues and precepts of 
their founder, did their utmost to resuscitate in society the glorious 
fruits of Christian morality” (Leo XIII, Auspicato). 

But if there were any doubt about the object of the Third Order, 
that doubt would vanish on reading the pronouncements of the sovereign 
pontiffs. Let one suffice, taken from the greatest of all tertiary authori- | 
ties—Leo XIII. In the encyclical by which he modified the Third | 
Order Rule, he says: “The Order of St. Francis is based entirely on — 
the observance of the precepts of Jesus Christ. The holy founder had — 
no other object in view than that the Order should be a kind of train- | 
ing school for a more intensive practice of the Christian rule of life.” 


Relationship to Other Organizations 

Such a conception of the purpose of the Third Order at once invites 
the objection, that, if such is its purpose, it has the same object as 
every other Catholic society. While it is true that the ultimate object 
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f every pious confraternity and sodality is the sanctification of its 
nembers, its immediate object is to induce them to practice some 
articular virtue, good work, or devout exercise, or to say a certain 
et of prayers. The founders of these organizations, realizing man’s 
mborn weakness, and wisely wishing not to demand too much, wish 
o have at least some tie to bind men to the practice of virtue; and 
.cting on the theological principle that prayer is one of the surest 
neans of salvation, and that no one can practice one virtue perfectly 
vithout practicing all the others, they prescribe certain daily prayers 
nd the practice of one virtue in the hope that by a sincere effort to 
lo at least so much, the members will manage to keep the faith and 
save their immortal souls. 


) The Third Order aims much higher. The men and women that first 
rathered around Francis, desirous of following in his footsteps as 
rlosely as their circumstances permitted, were not Catholics that must 
nave religion in small doses or they will have none of it at all. They 
were men eager for Christian perfection; men who appreciated spiritual 
values, and el but to be told how sanctity might best be achieved 
& stores of heavenly riches most abundantly acquired. In giving 
them a rule of life, St. Francis did not need to limit his precepts or 
rounsels to any single virtue; the whole compass of Gospel precepts 
was embraced, special stress only being laid on self-denial and charity 


ay the Lord cloth you with the new man .. .'' The scapular of the order is given to a tertiary 
ice by Bishop Ryan. Novice Master assists. 
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as fundamental Christian virtues, and on detachment from worldly 
goods as peculiarly important in that age of avarice. The Third Order, 
consequently, aims to sanctify its members, not by requiring them — 
to practice one certain virtue, but by laying down for them the norm 
of the Gospel; by holding them to the observance of every evangelical 

precept; in brief, by obliging them to strive earnestly after Christian 

perfection. 


T.O. in the U.S.—Whither? 


2 

Such being the immediate particular object of the Third Order, I 
now come to the question that inspired this article, namely: Is the 
Third Order in the United States striving after the attainment of this 
object? Do those that are directing the destiny of the order in this 
country realize that this is its immediate object? And do the activities 
of the various local organizations suggest that such is its object? Or 
do the varying statements of directors and the widely divergent works 
organized under the auspices of different tertiary centers rather cause — 
honest inquirers to wonder whether the order really has any definite 
object at all? 

That a somewhat hazy idea does exist in some minds as to the nature 
and purpose of the Third Order, may be seen from the indefinite and 
unsatisfactory manner in which the order is sometimes explained, and — 
also from the very evident fear of some directors, that, unless their 
tertiaries appear before the public as the originators or chief pro-— 
moters of some charity work or welfare movement, the Order will — 
have, or seem to have, no reason for existence. And right here lies 
the great danger for the Order in America—the danger of losing sight 
of and thus missing the grand object of the Order in the over-eager 
desire to achieve tangible results that can be pointed to as its accom- 
plishment. 


Neither Let It Be Inactive 


Let me hasten to say that it is not my opinion that the Third Order | 
should never engage in social or charity work or other public activities | 
for the welfare of the community, but that such work is not the object | 
of the Order, as it certainly is of some societies. My contention is | 
only that there is danger of giving the external activity so much 
prominence that the inner spirit will be neglected; and anyone can 
understand that this is not only likely to happen but will inevitably | 
happen, unless the directors of the Order, the pilots that are steering | 
her course, impress on the members the main object of the Order, and | 
subordinate all external activities to this one main object of attaining 
to Christian perfection. If the latter is attained, the former must | 
necessarily follow. If tertiaries earnestly strive to live by the precepts | 
of the Gospel, then they must needs engage also in external works of || 
mercy as to make their performance or neglect the condition of T 
} 


eternal reward or doom. 
When all is said and done, the Third Order acts no differently than 
the First Order. It takes opportunities for doing good as it finds them. | 
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May the Lord gird you with the cincture of purity ... 
le Third Order. 


| The spirit of charity and brotherliness that must be the good of a 
| good fraternity, will dictate the work it is to do. As the First Order 
' and the Third Order Regular of Sisters and Brothers have entered into 
almost every kind of charitable work at the direction and bidding of 
the hierarchy, so too must tertiaries find their specific work, however 
varied it may be with each fraternity, with each locality, depending 
upon the need and the circumstances, size of the fraternity and the 
ability and ingenuity of its members. See “Time For Re-Appraisal,” 
page 246 of this issue, especially nos. 5 and 6. 


What Shall the T.O. Do? 


But what, then, shall the Third Order do? Has it really no special 
work to perform? Or is its particular work simply to furnish members 
that will make other societies flourish and gain renown? Well, even 
if it did only this latter, were not that activity enough? Or must we 
call water and steam and electricity inactive because they do not grind 
the wheat or weave the cloth, but merely furnish the power that sets 
the mill and the loom in motion? But the Third Order has a most 
distinct work to do. It is to leaven the laity with the spirit of true 
Catholicity, with the Gospel spirit of Faith and unworldliness, or with 
what is the same thing, the Franciscan spirit of poverty, self-denial, 


and charity. 
Let it not be thought that this purpose is at variance with what I said 


payee 91958 225 


The tertiary novice receives the cord of 
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before. We saw before that the immediate purpose of the Third Order - 
is the profession and practice of Christian perfection. That does not : 
exclude an ulterior object; and if I read the life of St. Francis and the 
utterances of the sovereign pontiffs aright, the object is to provide a 
leaven of truly Christian lives for the edification of mankind. 


I admit that this purpose is not stated in the rule; but neither is the | 
other, or in fact any purpose, stated in the rule. But we must remember 
that the Third Order, like the Church of God, comprises more than is 5 
found respectively in the rule and in the Gospel. The rule was written 
to give organization to a movement, not to call a movement or society 
into existence; and, by being a sober legal document, written not by i 
Francis alone but by his friend Cardinal Ugolino (later Gregory IX) ) 
conjointly with Francis, it lacks any expression of the inner spirit with }j 
which the large body of lay followers of Francis were imbued. “One } 
seeks in vain,” says Father Cuthbert, speaking of the rule of the Third | 
Order, “for any expression of the more universal Franciscan message; } 
just as we seek in vain for the essential Franciscan life in the constitu- 
tions the Cardinal gave to the Sisters of St. Clare.” But behind the rule ; 
was Francis; and his spirit of poverty and love of neighbor it was that | 
animated the early Tertiaries and by their example lessened the luxury ¥ 
and hate and craze for pleasure of that worldly-minded age. 

Neither should I be in the least loath to admit that St. Francis him- / 
self at no time stated that his object in founding the Third Order was: 
to convert men by the force of good example. Yet, though he may never 
have so expressed himself, he could not but have had that intention: 
His whole object was to reform the world by enacting before men’s| 
eyes the poor, simple, beneficent life of Christ and the Apostles. His‘ 
preaching was a commentary on his life. And still, though he was net 
a theorist but a doer of things, we do know that he once said that merely ¢ 
walking through the city in mean attire and with downcast eyes was a 
powerful sermon. 


Only if we regard this as the work of the Third Order, can we under-: 
stand the hopes pinned to it by the sovereign pontiffs. “Say every 
where,” Leo XIII once declared in an audience (1886), “that it is byy 
means of the Third Order I desire to revivify humanity.” And on 
another occasion he explained the purpose of the Third Order in thei 
following words: “Its whole object consists in this: to draw men to they 
love of Jesus Christ, to the Church, and to the practice of Christianr 
virtues” (Humanum Genus, Apr. 20, 1884). 


Though I arrived at my opinion of the purpose and work of thes 
Third Order merely from the study of the rule, of the papal encyclicals 
and pronouncements, and of the life of St. Francis, 1 am happy to find\ 
the same opinion held, before me, by an eminent Franciscan writer of) 
unquestioned authority. Father Cuthbert, O.S.F.C., in a pamphlet en 
titled “St. Francis and You” (London 1903), after remarking that, whil 
certain percepts of the early tertiary rule have become meaningless in! 
our day, the motive remains the same, says: “That motive is to bring, 
about a realization of the spirit of Christian brotherhood among meni 
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and to oppose the luxury and selfishness which destroys Christian life 
both in the individual and in society. For this purpose did St. Francis 
Jinstitute his Order.” Further on in the same brochure, he says that 
Tertiaries “must put on the mantle of Blessed Luchesio, the first Ter- 
} tiary, and like him preach by example the Gospel of Christian brother- 
hood and unworldliness” (p. 16). And again:“Our duty, then, is to 
bring home the message of St. Francis to the modern world, the message 
of brotherhood and unworldliness of charity and self restraint.” 


What Purpose the Argument? 


But of what use is all this refining and arguing about the purpose 
of the Third Order? Does it serve any practical purpose? Most as- 
suredly. As I said at the outset, the Third Order cannot be steered 
toward the attainment of its object, if that object is not distinctly 
known; and ignorance of that object in those who are supr dsed to direct 
it, will prove simply disastrous; because the bare rule itself will not 
furnish tertiaries a satisfactory guide. Clear knowledge of the nature 
/ and object of the Order will enable directors to show conclusively that 

the Third Order has a purpose distinct from that of any other society 
and thus meet the objection that the field is already well covered and 
the Third Order superfluous. 


ss 


M3 


y 


Receive, dearest sister, the light of Christ..." The candle, a symbol of the candle received 


Baptism, is again offered to the novice as a reminder of the Light of Christ, 
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Furthermore, if it be made clear to tertiaries and prospective terti- 
aries that the object of the order is to school its members in Christian 
perfection and by their example win their fellowmen to Christ, there 
will be good hopes of at least rearing such a body of men as Leo XII 
believed would reform society. But if that object be not kept in sight 
and again and again emphasized at meetings and conventions, then 
there is a grave danger that from overzealous striving after tangible 
results and imprudent membership “drives” the ranks of the order will 
be filled with members who aim first and last at external activity but 
lack the true inner spirit which alone gives life and without which all 
external works are dead. 


To say that the Third Order must vie with other societies in its ex- 


ternal activities in order to be abreast with the times, is about as true | 


as to say that the Church of God, that she may not be looked upon as 


out of date, must offer her adherents something better than eternal — 
salvation. The rule of the Third Order, by the loving solicitude of Holy 
Mother Church, has already been adapted to the changed conditions : 
of modern times; but its spirit and purpose, as the great Leo XIII was : 
careful to observe, remain the same. Indeed, its spirit and purpose : 


cannot be changed, anymore than the Gospel itself, whose spirit it 
breathes. For, take away that spirit and purpose, and you have destroyed 
the Third Order. It matters not that the spirit causes no great furors. 
The greatest forces are those that work silently. Neither would it mat- 


ter, if it should not be recognized by the world at large. The training 


acquired by a classical education will stand a man in good stead, even 
though the world has no inkling of his knowledge of Latin and Greek. 
And so may it be with members of the Third Order. 


Let other societies enjoy a great name; let other societies advertise : 


themselves and their work; yes, other societies take the credit, if they 
will, for work inspired by their tertiary members; but let the Third 


Order instill the spirit that must energize through all agencies of good, - 


that is necessary to make any society meritoriously active, and that 


gives men the true Catholic tone and moral vigor. The important thing : 
is to do the good, not to get credit for it; still less to enumerate one’s : 
good deeds and advertise them. What St. Francis says of individuals : 


may be said with equal truth of societies: So much is each one, and no 
more, as he is in the eyes of God. 


The main lines of the above article were written many years ago, Its argument is as valid 
today as the day when it was written. And though we are not to hide our lamps under a 
bushel and we are to be a city on the hill, still neither are we to be the do-gooding 


Pharisee preceded by his public relations counsel with trumpet and barker to advertise to | 


the left hand what the right has done, THE EDITOR. 
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N ELEPHANT went on a rampage 
d killed a little girl. To prevent 
tragedy from being repeated, the 
phant was chained to a stake. He 
Id move only within the limited 
sa of a few feet. Back and forth 
paced only as far as the chains 
owed. As time passed, the elephant 
med to have regained his former 
atleness. Since he did not act up 
in, the chain was removed. Now 
could move freely again; he could 
ch out further for the proffered 
nuts. But he didn’t. He kept pac- 
x up and down that same limited 
ace. Freedom had come but the 
Fehant was bound by a bond strong- 
than a chain. He was bound by 
bit. 

There is no force so powerful as 
e force of a habit. And there is 
force so detrimental to one’s spir- 
ial life as the force of a bad habit. 
d habits are like chains that bind 
to earth and keep us from mak- 
x progress to God. 

In his Confessions St. Augustine 
‘ites: “Because my will was per- 
rse it changed to lust. And lust 
ded to became habit and habit 
t resisted became necessity. These 
re like links hanging on each other 
d their hard bondage held me hand 
d foot.” 

Our own experience tells us that 
ere is nothing that weakens the will 
much, nothing holds it captive so 
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by Albert Nimeth O.F.M. 


securely, nothing engages it in evil so 
readily as an inveterate bad habit. If 
a person is enslaved by bad habit, how 
can he possibly advance in holiness? 

The unfortunate and unsavory ele- 
ment about a bad habit is the fact 
that it is so insidious. Often we are 
not aware of its presence until it is 
deep seated and well entrenched in 
our daily lives. Yet this bad habit of, 
let’s say, cursing, or gossiping, or fault- 
finding or impurity did not form over- 
night. One act does not make a habit. 
The first time perhaps that a person 
told a lie, for example, he was bolted 
over by the shock. He felt awfully 
shaken just as a soldier is jarred the 
first time he hears the roar of the 
guns. But after each repetition the 
person is less bothered. He gets used 
to it. From then on little by little, im- 
perceptibly each succeeding act makes 
it easier to do it again. Just as a drop 
of water falling constantly, steadily 
on hard granite will hollow it, so too 
each bad act repeated again and 
again will “groove” our activity an 
a definite channel. We set the stage 
for a chain reaction. As repetition 
follows repetition the habit becomes 
stronger. It is like making a rope— 
the more a person twists the strands 
the stronger it becomes. ‘The more we 
give in to bad habits, the worse they 
become. Obviously then every effort 
should be made to overcome bad hab- 
its. How? More later. 


Correspondence 


To the Editor: 

Pax et bonum! I have just read Father 
Thaddeus MacVicar’s letter in the May 
Forum. 

As translator of the Leisure articles, I 
should like to reply to Father Thaddeus’ 
objections. I find these objections to be 
largely based on the bare outline of the 
negative aspect or the use of leisure (which 
forms only a small part of the series), 
and in particular on the use of the word 
“petting” in the outline. 

Using this outline as a springboard, Fa- 
ther jumps to the conclusion that Father 
Richer does not consider petting to be 
sinful, but merely ‘“‘dangerous’—or else 
that he considers everything to be sinful 
and/or (I quote) “virtue leading to vice”! 

Reasoning from these false premises, the 
Capuchin Father concludes that Father 
Richer objects to ALL beaches, to ALL 
“novels recommended to Catholics,” to ‘“‘a 
card game at home,” as well as to “other 
types of amusement listed by Father Richer 
as not necessarily bad.” 

All this is simply building up a straw 
man and then knocking him down; since 
nowhere does Father Richer place any 
of these things ‘“‘on a level with sinful pet- 
ting.” 

Nor does Father Richer say anywhere 
that tertiaries “though they might hope to 
marry, should never go on a date,’ (to 
refute this, read Fr. Richer’s article on 
modern coutrship). Nor does he say that 
“though they like to swim, they should stay 
away from beaches.” Nor that “though 
the Legion of Decency recommends a 
movie for family patronage, it is bound 
to tarnish their souls by risqué scenes, etc.” 

(In connection with this, reread what 
J. Edgar Hoover has to say in his current 
articles in the press on the harmful scenes 
to be found in even A-1 movies, and their 
contribution to crime and juvenile delin- 
quency! Or reread Father Lord’s caustic 
remarks on movies as “cleaned-up” by the 
film moguls in his Played by Ear.) 

To say that Father Richer’s article “‘be- 
Jongs only in its French setting, and ought 
not to have been transplanted in the raw 
to the American scene,” even with its 
qualifying “‘possibly,’ smacks of racism 
and a _holier-than-thou attitude which 
would not tend certainly to warm Cana- 
dian-American relations! As a native-born 
American myself, I find these remarks es- 
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is 
pecially unfortunate. 

Or are we to infer by this, that t) 
Church, in point of morals, teaches 0} 
thing to Canadians (French), and 
thing else again to Americans and 
English-speaking Canadians? Are we } 
believe that the Church’s ethical cones 
varies from country to country, and tht 
the false philosophy castigated in my ph 
Josophy courses that “what is right 
you” (Americans) “is wrong for us” (C 
nadians) and vice versa? If so, Fa it 
Thaddeus’ tertiaries are not the only om 
who will be “confused!” | 

(Personally, I think their “confusion’ 
a good sign. It shows they are thinkinj 
They sound like a wide-awake, intelliges 
alert young group of tertiaries. At lea 
Father Richer’s articles are not putt 
folks to sleep, as might be said of $0) 
“Catholic” articles in which great caret 
taken to say nothing controversial or tl 
might displease anyone, with the resé 
that nobody is pleased! I am glad i 
the Chicago Fathers are making the Fri 
ciscan Herald and Forum a real forv 
and have the foresight and critical acum 
to print live topics in their pages, @ 
not stick to nice time articles about we 
ing the scapular and cord!) 

Father’s articles, incidentally, taken frf 
his printed book, Loisirs, bears 
Church’s imprimatur. And Father Ric. 
is himself a censor librorum! Also his bik 
on the Mass, now translated in Engly 
was prefaced and approved by Montre?] 
Cardinal Leger. So unless, the Chural 
doctrine (and of course it doesn’t) | 
pends on what country you happen tot 
living in, Father is NOT a danger 
heretic teaching things contrary to 
Church’s teachings! 

I think the real fly in the ointment 7! 
that word “‘petting,’ appearing in the ¢! 
line! Now “petting” is an American te? 
It has no French equivalent. The Fre? 
word used in the article can mean “ha: 
less flirtation” or petting according to ) 
precise definition or context. The uses 
the word “petting” as a “cover-all” w 
in the outline by the translator, was } 
intended to be understood as a theolog)! 
definition. Since, as everybody knows, 
ting is not only “dangerous” to indulge: 
but mortally sinful as well. 


ELLA-Marie Cooper | 
Ye “Leisure” translato 


T IS NOT OUR INTENT to adopt an 
loof attitude toward the movies nor 
condemn them without appeal. 


For if the movies offer great danger, 
ey can also be a wonderful means 
f education. This was the judgment 
f Pope Pius XI on the movies in his 
minous and still timely encyclical, 
igilantt Cura. And Pope Pius XII 
xpresses the same opinion in Mir- 
mda Prorsus. The Holy Father 
ointed out that there are scandalous 
ims, and courageously denounced 
e dangers: “A people who gives it- 
If over in its leisure hours to amuse- 
ents shocking to the sense of mod- 
ty, morality, and honor, to those rec- 
eations which constitute an occasion 
f sin, especially for the young, finds 
self in great danger of losing its na- 
ional power and greatness.” 

But alongside these immoral films, 
ere are films that are good and 
eautiful. Hence, this threefold direc- 
ive which the Holy Father gave to 
he world and which all should re- 


inember: 


1, Do not show or view films of- 


ensive to Christian truth and morals. 
_ 2. Encourage the creation and dif- 
usion of good films, recommendable 
t one and the same time for their 
rtistic beauty and their conformity 
o the rules of decency. 

_ 3. Check on the quality of chil- 


lren’s programs. 


\RE THE FILMS SHOWN IN OUR 

‘HEATRES TO BE RECOMMENDED? 
In order not to wound the sensi- 

vilities of confirmed movie fans— 
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Leisure 


by Richer Beaubien O.F.M. 
TRANSLATED BY ELLA-Marize CooPER 


those who never find anything wrong 
with the movies—we shall stick to the 
facts. 

First, note that advertising of a 
film is nearly always based on who 
plays the stellar role, rather than on 
thes pieces itselt, Dhisiis sap tricks ea 
booby trap, which catches many. It 
is not to see such and such a film but 
to see such and such a star, that many 
folks rush to the movies, This is a 
form of snobbery. Vanity of vanities! 
To risk one’s soul for so little! 

Then, to be sincere, you ought to 
admit that the majority of films glor- 
ify wealth, ambition, trickery, free 
love, divorce, and even crime. How 
many young criminals learned their 
trade at the movies! How many films 
delight in poking fun at marriage and 
the family! 

The following is the result of a 
month’s research in a theatre fre- 
quently by our so-called “good Cath- 
olics.” Out of 100 films, there were 
37 murders, 4 suicides, 6 divorces, and 
14 robberies, without counting the 
numerous attacks on morality and the 
dignity of marriage! 

“The New World,” Chicago arch- 
diocesan weekly paper, conducted an 
investigation on the morality of the 
movies. The judges examined 632 
films. The results: 


Scenes of conjugal infidelity: 117 


Scenes of attempted assault: 113 
Scenes of indecent dress: 172 
Scenes of familiarities 

between girls and boys: 192 
Scenes favorable to divorce: 38 


Draw your own conclusions! 
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Even films reputed to be “inoffen- 
sive” are not without danger. Do you 
want a startling proof? Many reli- 
gious institutions rent some of the 
best films from commercial agencies 
for the recreation of their students. 
During a session of Catholic Action 
held recently in Montreal, a number 
of chaplains reported that many pu- 
pils in these institutions did not ap- 
proach the Holy Table the morning 
after the showing of a film in their 
school or convent! And note that 
these were supposedly the cream of 
the current films! 

Also, how often, in a really good 
film, harmful or degrading scenes are 
shown! A case in point was the show- 
ing a few years back of a religious 
film — well recommended — but in 
which scenes of moral turpitude in- 
cluded in the film, not only destroyed 
the effect of this representation of 
Our Lord’s Passion, but sullied souls 
and perverted hearts, perhaps for- 
ever! 

St. John Chrysostom had no kind 
words for the “theatre fans” of his 
day. “On the street,” he says, “you 
would not look at a nude woman, nor 
in your home. You would deem this 
dishonorable. Yet you go to the thea- 
tre to see things offensive to both sexes 
and to sully your eyes by infamous 
scenes. It would be better to cover 
your eyes with mud or refuse, than to 
look at such things.” 

Should it be surprising to regular 
movie-goers if they are plagued by 
bad thoughts and wrongful desires? 

Edward Froidure comments that 
the movies as they exist today “make 
the lowest types appear attractive, in- 
spire a desire for success at any price, 
and to become rich, by whatever 
means employed. They introduce 
youthful imaginations into the doubt- 
ful company of roisterers and of scenes 
of vaudeville, and in the midst of a 
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decor—as luxurious as it is unreal,| 
scarcely to be met with even in the) 
homes of multi-millionaires.”’ ; 

This means giving a false concept) 
of life which disgusts and dissatisfiese 
the viewer with the simple, true, moll 
est, and peaceful life of every day. 


WHAT REMEDY DOES THE CHURCH 
PROPOSE FOR SO GREAT AN EVIL? 


The Church does not ban the moy 
ies, but she does want to see them 
helpful, wholesome, optimistic, and 
educational. She suggests as a means 
to this end the encouragement of the 
production and distribution of good 
films. | 

Catholics should join forces to re 
act against bad films and to demand 
the showing by producers of decen‘ 
and character-building films. O! 
course, we have the Legion of De 
cency to check on the morality of pic¢ 
tures, but the censor’s scissors canno 
cut out the sensual and vulgar ati 
mosphere of a film! And just so long 
as we continue the showing of i 
moral scenes, we ought to stay awa% 
from these places where vice is gloria) 
fied; and where we breathe, in thi 
semi-darkness, a sin-infected atmos} 
phere. Let us show ourselves to be trut) 
Christians. Let us act the way wij 
should have liked to have acted at thi) 
hour of death. 


WHAT DO YOU THINK OF NOVELS, ,) 
POPULAR MAGAZINES, AND THE i 
COMICS? 


The Third Order rule expresses it? 
self in this way on the subject of reaa# 
ing: “Tertiaries shall not admit int 


able of being injurious to virtue, an 
they shall forbid those in their house? 
hold to read them” (Chap. 2, art. 84 

One of the world’s pleasures, againill 
which we ought to be on our guarty 
is bad books! We are so much the lef 
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spicious when a book assumes the 
sk of friendship. “The author is 
interesting speaker, writer, poet, or 
tist” (as the case may be)—but 
ndamentally, he is an assassin! He 
tertains you to your ruin. 


OW IS IT THAT SO MANY PEOPLE 
AD BAD BOOKS? 


Just as in the Garden of Eden, 
ide, curiosity, and sensuality led our 
st parents to eat of the forbidden 
i. SO: 

Pride and curtosity induce us to 
d. “Why,” we ask ourselves, 
ould we be forbidden to read bad 
oks?” (“You shall be as gods!” said 
Devil to Adam and Eve.) “Aren’t 
free? The Church is a tyrant with 
r Index! “They? would make fun 
me if I don’t read these spicy 
vels that ‘everybody’ is reading!” 
hose dime novels sold at every 
wsstand!) “I ought to know these 
meee .. 1 Il stop in time.” 
have nothing to fear.” 


Sensuality. The fruit “pleasant to 

eyes—”’ the unwholesome allure 
connivance with corrupt nature— 
jually impels us to this risky read- 
iz. “One must amuse oneself!” (Yes, 
t not by sullying one’s soul.) 


Novels. Not all novels are bad. 
me of them are very good. We shall 
eak of these when we treat of use- 
and agreeable leisure. But here, 
is a question of dangerous leisure. 


There is a whole category of books 
fainst which we should be on our 
ard—these unrealistic books, this 
mantic fiction, which offer nothing 
'the reason and are addressed sole- 
to the imagination and senses. Their 
fect is to induce idle daydreaming 
to trouble the reader’s soul. “Only 
-balanced, frivolous, and superficial 
inds,” said Rollin one day, “can be- 
me intrigued by such writings; 
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which are nothing but the empty 
imaginings of writers of no authority 
or weight.” 

Spending all my leisure time read- 
ing novels, even good novels, is one 
of the most serious obstacles to men- 
tal growth. 

What is to be said when these nov- 
els play up divorce and free love, 
ridicule virtue, depict vice and the 
baser passions, encourage class con- 
flict, and propagate anticlerical and 
materialistic ideas? Is it to be won- 
dered at, after reading such books, 
that taste for prayer becomes distaste 
for prayer? 

We always end up sharing the ideas 
of our favorite author. Tell me what 
you read, and I'll tell you what you 
are! 

This was the confession of an au- 
thor of corrupting books—Jean Jac- 
ques Rousseau. “I cannot look at any 
of my books without shuddering. In- 
stead of instructing, I corrupt; in- 
steading of nourishing, I poison. But 
passion leads me astray, and with all 
my fine speeches, I am a scoundrel.” 

So let us use common sense. Let us 
especially beware of the trash that 
passes from hand to hand, and is read 
in secret. Frankly, this smacks of sin 
—strongly enough, to make a man 
blush! 

One thing needs to be said here. 
Many good books may become bad 
accidentally, according to who reads 
them. A book is good or bad not only 
by what it is, but by what it inspires. 
Thus a book may become bad, either 
because it is reserved for a single class 
or category of persons (for instance, a 
book on medicine), or because the 
person reading it lacks intellectual 
and moral balance for reading it 
without serious detriment. It devolves 
on each one, then, to ask for advice 
as needed, to avoid being poisoned. 

Let us remember that the trashy 
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fiction read by a young girl can do 
her as much harm as the lurid fiction 
read by a young man does him, It 
would be better for both to choose 
among those books of history that 
“read like fiction!” 

Magazines. A number of good mag- 
azines of an educational caliber are 
published. Here, we would especially 
like to call your attention to these 
salacious periodicals with degrading 
illustrations which are sold at all 
news stands or cigar stores. 

It is painful to note that circula- 
tion of these disgusting periodicals is 
in the hundred thousands. Instead of 
showing the grandeur of woman’s vo- 
cation, they play up the worship of 
the body, which they present as a 
beautiful animals. (But in which no 
one can recognize the “brother ass” 
of which St. Francis speaks! ) 

In these pages of noxious and cor- 
rupting pictures, much space is de- 
voted to hair, eyelashes, teeth, eye- 
brows, fingernails, shoulders, legs, 
feet, the “‘silhouette,” the “line,” skin, 
styles (worn up, worn down), creams, 
rouge, oils, powders, cosmetics, nail 
polish, soaps, lotions, dyes, make-up 
and make-up remover. (Help! 
Brrrrrr! ) 

When one thinks that this poor 
pampered body will soon be reduced 
to a pinch of dust! And where is the 
soul in all this? 

And to think that we must give an 
accounting of every minute of our 
lives! How much time lost, O Lord! 

The Comics. This name is given to 
those often garishly colored sheets that 
the young fry read lying on their 
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stomachs. The funnies are far from 
funny! They are “miniature movil 
and that explains their popularity, 
even with adults! d 

The Sunday supplements of som 
newspapers offer nude displays th 
should not be allowed into any Chris: 
tian home. How many devout Ps 
pious parents would be horrified t/ 
find a stranger hanging up _ thes 
frightful pictures of murders and o 
half-clothed ladies—frozen in sugges 
tive and provocative attitudes—on thi 
walls of their homes! Yet if thet 
would cast a glance at what their chi 
dren and teenagers are devouring i 
a secluded corner of the house, the 
would likely find that the wolf hai 
entered the sheepfold! To mentiol 
only the movie ads in the newspaper: 

On this subject, the following rule 
were drawn up some years back i 
the United States with regard to pag 
ents and the comics: 

All comic magazines featuring gant 
sters and violent crime — murder 
robberies, derailments, and other siti 
ilar acts, with shooting, corpses, arg 
bloodshed — ought to be kept aws 
from youth. 

All “comic” magazines which pl 
up and exaggerate sex, whether !% 
means of nude display or of minuil 
drawings of sexual characteristics, 
of provocative postures, should be a} 
solutely banned and kept out of rea: 
of juveniles. 

The movies, detective stories aa 
the “funny papers,” all have som 
thing to do with the murders ad 
holdups which continue to increa§ 
in our country. 
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Conducted by Albert J. Nimeth O.F.M. 


'r. Francis Leo Madsen O.F.M. was 
rdained in 1946. He spent the next 

ree years studying abroad. In 
1949 he was appointed Vocation Di- — 
ector and Procurator of the Ser- 
phic Society for Vocations. In 1951 
e was appointed Spiritual Director 
»f the seminarians studying for the 
Franciscan priesthood (High School 
md two years college) at St. Joseph — 
Seminary, Westmont, Illinois. Since 
1951 he has been director of the g 
[hird Order at the Minor Seminary. § 


Q. Can a Third Order fraternity operate effectively within the re- 
stricted confines of a seminary? 


A. No phase of normal seminary life undermines or represses the 
Third Order program. Actually, the seminary atmosphere is 
ideal for fraternity development. Where will you find such 
choice condition for community life, prayer, penance and 
charity? Where will you find more noble ideals, more unity of 
purpose and greater demand for sanctification ? 


The “restricted confines” might seem to hedge the possibili- 
ties for apostolic work, but that is not the case. Franciscan 
action springs from Franciscan contemplation and is guided 
by it. Because the contemplative side of Franciscanism gets 
heavy accent in seminary surroundings, you can be sure that 
ways and means will be devised to participate in apostolic 
work. 4 
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Before we go on, let me say that your question is tricky. 
Possibly you mean to imply that the seminary fraternities are — 
actually ineffective. If that is true, then the question is how 
to make them effective. That is the problem not only of the 
individual fraternity but one that needs attention of the pro- 
vincial and national leaders of the Third Order. Seminary fra- 
ternities are highly specialized. More than that, we know how 
tertiarism depends on zealous directors and on the good will 
of the clergy. Vital seminary fraternities are in a good posi- 
tion to make gigantic contributions to the promotion of the 
tertiary ideal. 


Does not the seminary routine amply provide for the student’s 


spiritual life? Why a Third Order? 


Of course the routine amply provides for the need. We might 
consider a fraternity superfluous because it moves in an area 
adequately provided for by the norms of the Holy See. A semi- 
nary fraternity does not set out presuming to find a gap in the 
spiritual training program of the seminary, nor is it ever con-_ 
tent with the highest level of effectiveness of that program. 
By its nature, the Third Order will strive to make an ineffec- 
tive program effective, and an effective program more produc- 
tive. It will never be satisfied with the status quo. The Third 
Order rule is flexible in its application and interpretation, but 
whether it be professed by cab-driver or Cardinal, it makes 
two demands. It must gradually become the motivating and 
unifying force in the daily life of the tertiary, and it expects 
the tertiary to seek perfection in his state of life. In a semi- 
nary, the rule must unify the studies, prayers, recreation, disci- 
pline and vacations of seminarians by supplying Franciscan 
motivation. It expects its members to seek perfection in their 
seminarian status. This is the primary contribution of the semi- 
nary fraternity. The seminarians voluntarily enter a school of 
perfection, as Pius XII calls the Third Order, to be trained in 
Franciscan spirituality. They take on the “extra” that the 
seminary does not demand. Add to this the indulgences, the 
general absolution, all the benefits of membership in a Fran- 
ciscan family, and we will see that a seminary fraternity is 
not superfluous. 


Isn’t there danger that seminary authorities, say of non-Franciscan 


seminaries, will look upon the Third Order as an agency for re- 
cruiting members for the First Order? 

I hardly think this is true either on the part of the seminary 
authorities or that the friars themselves will look upon a 
fraternity in a diocesan seminary as a recruiting agent. But 
there is the greater danger of looking upon fraternities in our 
own Franciscan seminaries as principally concerned with lead- 
ing members to the First Order. Seven years ago the West- 
mont fraternity slogan was: through the Third Order to the 
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First Order. This “forward look” actually produced the reverse 
effect. The feeling was that we are preparing to do something 
in the future; the Third Order is an optional preparation for 
the First Order; it is second best until we can get the best. 
It just wasn’t too clear to anyone how it would turn out in 
the end, but it was certainly evident to everyone that the Third 
Order did not mean much in the present. 

Tertiarism is primarily interested in developing the Fran- 
ciscan spirit for immediate operation, regardless of what the 
future may bring. Its present value and inherent adjustability 
to every situation must be so stressed in the seminary fra- 
ternity that even when members discontinue studies, they | 
will continue their active tertiary life. Emphasis on the present 
application has given us better seminarians. It accounts for 
the sharp increase in requests for transfers when a member 
leaves the seminary. We have had more requests for transfers 
to other fraternities in the past seven years. than in the 
seventy previous years. 


What kind of director ought a seminary fraternity have? 


A director who is not interested or who does not have the time 
to devote hours to the boys will never be able to develop a 
strong fraternity. Youth, large membership, quick change over 
of leadership and membership, the demands of training and 
the lack of specific training materials, close community life, 
the highly specialized status of the members—these make 
heavy demands on the director. 

Because the director is so close to the fraternity discipline, 
I am not too keen on having the Spiritual Director of the semi- 
nary serve as director of the fraternity. He could well serve 
the fraternity as associate director, promoting the spiritual 
formation of the tertiaries under a director selected from the 
faculty. 

The seminary fraternity will be what the authorities Allow? 
it to be and what the director wants to make it. I do maintain 
this: we hurt ourselves and we hurt the seminarians and the 
tertiary movement by allowing anemic seminary fraternities 
to continue a half-hearted existence. 


A person’s opinions carry more weight if he can speak from experi- 
ence. You have had considerable experience as a seminary Third 
Order director. Will you share some of it? 


Over the seven years we have tried to inject new life into the 
St. Joseph Seminary fraternity. Our aim has been to make 
tertiary living an everyday affair in the lives of the members. 
Our progress has proved that the fraternity can be a power- 
house. 

The government of the St. Joseph Seminary fraternity is 
centered in the prefect and his council. The prefect’s position 
has been strengthened to such an extent that a fourth class 
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man commands the same respect as a prefect from the sixth — 


class. All decisions are made by the prefect and his council. 
Occasionally the fraternity may be consulted in extraordinary 
matters. The strictest secrecy is demanded of the members of 
the council, and only the prefect announces the decisions that 
are made. Councillors who violate secrecy or who express dis- 
agreement with a decision outside the council are given a 
reprimand and a penance by the director. During the council 
meeting, debate and disagreement are allowed and even en- 
couraged. 

We hold general elections every three years. These are con- 
ducted with a lot of pomp and circumstance in order to im- 
press on the members the importance of the election. Between 
elections vacancies are filled by the council. We generally steer 
clear of pietistic seminarians. We look for hidden talent instead 


of depending on the few who are in every seminary activity. — 


We try to give as many members as possible the opportunity 
to serve the fraternity. This does not always make for peal 
efficiency, but it does assure top cooperation. 

Within a week after election each new councillor must take 


an oral examination on the rule and his duties as contained in — 


the officers’ handbook. This is conducted by the director. 


Except for the postulants and novices, we have no local regu- - 


lation for the members of the fraternity. The officer’s hand- - 
book is the local disciplinary code. Each officer has been as- : 
signed specific duties. After getting the prefect’s permission, , 


the various officers appoint fraternity members to take over 
those duties. The officer is to keep a general supervision over 
these activities and at the first council meeting of the month 


he reads a written report on these activities and makes neces- - 


sary recommendations to the council. A member assigned to 
an important project is expected to give a monthly written 
report to the officer in charge. The prefect supervises the mem- 
bers of the council. The director advises the prefect during 
their frequent private meetings. 

The officers are drilled in the ideal of service to the fra- 


ternity. They are given no place of prominence at the meetings. . 
Only the prefect and secretary preside in the meeting hall. The » 
officers are given no privileges. They may not use fraternity ’ 


equipment or supplies for personal advantage. They are given 


no rewards while they remain in office. We expect them to be » 


an example to the fraternity at all times. 
What is your educational program in training the members? 


Our training program has been built on the belief that the 
more demanding the status of the tertiary, the greater is the 
need for solid instruction in principles of spirituality. The 
seminarian should not be able to say that it is easier to be a 
tertiary than to be a seminarian; rather it is easier to be a 
seminarian because he is a tertiary. 
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First year students may become Cordeliers of St. Francis. 
Enrollment is made in December. They have their own officers, 
their own bulletin and own specific projects. Cordeliers study 
Glories of the Franciscan Order by Fr. Francis B. Steck O.F.M. 

In October, seminarians of the second year may ask to be 
admitted to the postulancy. If the council approves, they make 
a public promise to live according to the spirit of the Third 
Order rule and to attend the six monthly postulant meetings. 
The postulants study the entire rule and must pass a written 
and oral test on the material covered. 

Solemn investment ceremonies are conducted in the sanctu- 
ary of the chapel after the postulants have signed a declara- 
tion that they are not entering the order out of purely human 
motives and they understand what is expected of them as nov- 
ices. As novices they will study the General Constitutions. 
During the year, three written exams and three votations are 
held. Just before profession, a final examination and votation 
are held. If found acceptable, the novices are then allowed to 
appear before the council and the director, to take an oral 
examination on the rule and constitutions. 

The formation continues after profession. Daily, except Sun- 
days, the fourth, fifth and sixth classes spend fifteen minutes 
meditating on the rule. These meditations are designed for 
seminarians and the entire rule is covered in a two year cycle. 
Discussions of the rule are conducted at the monthly fraternity 
meetings. Occasional conferences are given to individuals 
classes. The Franciscan Academy, a study club, meets on oc- 
casion to work on a practical fraternity problem or need. 

The present fraternity program at St. Joseph Seminary 
needs further development, even though we are pleased with 
the results. The faculty members speak highly of the fra- 
ternity, the seminary authorities are most cooperative; the 
Commissary’s comments have been gratifying. Our intensified 
program with all its demands has made our members proud 
of their fraternity and their spirit of cooperation is intense. @ 
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The Spirit Needed 


by Philip Marquard O.F.M. 


jb HIS FIRST EPISTLE St. John 
wrote: “Love not the world, nor the 
things which are in the world. If any 
man love the world, the charity of 
the Father is not in him.” St. Francis 
truly caught the full implication of 
these words and firmly desired that 
all his followers would succeed in do- 
ing the same. 


As early as your baptism you re- 
nounced the world and all its allure- 
ments as one of the great enemies 
drawing you away from God. You 
know how your tertiary patron, St. 
Louis [X, regarded his baptismal day. 
It was the most important event in 
his life, since it made him a son of 
God and a brother of Christ. His 
birthday was of little importance in 
comparison. There is a real need 
that your baptismal day assume the 
same proportions in your life. So few 
sincerely appreciate what a tremen- 
dous grace baptism is. 

In your holy profession in the Third 
Order you again renewed this re- 
nunciation of the world. In fact it was 
a definite break with the world. You 
kissed the profession crucifix as an ex- 
ternal pledge of your loyalty to Christ 
and your split with the world. 


1. Why Break with the World? 


The world offers many dangers. 
The peril lies in that the world of- 
fers so many attractions which seem 
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to promise happiness and, though 
many of these attractions are not in) 
themselves actually sinful, yet they do. 
cause you to fix your desires on them 
to the detriment of your soul, making: 
it lax in the service of God. Many, 
of the world’s tenets are definitely sin- - 
ful but they offer some specious argu- - 
ment giving the appearance of being: 
good and beneficial to mankind. Love ¢ 
of the world and its attractions is one¢ 
of the greatest evils of modern times 
—evil, because of the unrest, the de- 
sire for excitement, the wish to sat-: 
isfy any impulse, be it right or wrong. § 

The glitter of the world makes re- 
ligion look drab and out of date to: 
anyone who becomes dazzled by it.f 
This leads to shallowness of spirit. 
You must be rooted in the spiritual: 
in order to live happily in the world. 
God has depth, tremendous depth. He! 
is mystery. Not that you can know) 
nothing about God, but as you ga 
deeper into God you always find more? 
and more. He is a mystery that is not! 
confusing, but intriguing. Every biti 
of knowledge of God leads to greater 
joy and satisfaction for you, There is} 
true adventure, excitement and ro-~) 
mance in digging ever more deeply), 
into the mysteries of God. Nature of! 
fers a real challenge to man, But God 
the creator of all nature, proffer) 
much more, as any person of faitlil 
would readily concede if he though} 
it over. 


It is only by breaking with thé] 


} 
f 


orld that you can understand the 
vystery of the cross. Those spiritu- 
lly shallow try to follow Christ and 
sparate him from the cross. But as 
t John of the Cross wrote: “We 
aust never leave the cross when we 
sarch for Christ. Thereby we shall 
oid finding the cross apart from 
thrist, as many of our contempora- 
es do, to their despair.” Through 
ur sacrifice in breaking with the 
orld for the sake of Christ you do 
tain the grace to accept other sacri- 
es ranging from small to very great 
osses. 

Christ never intended or promised 
free you from crosses. The trials 
life were to remain apart and a 
allenge to any of Christ’s follow- 
s. In his prayer Christ asked his Fa- 
er: “Father, I do not pray that thou 
ke them out of the world, but that 
ou keep them from evil . . . sanc- 
y them in the truth. Even as thou 
st sent me into the world, so I also 
ve sent them into the world.” 
hrist prayed this prayer for his apos- 
s. They were his chosen ones, and 
vey were not to be spared any trials 
om the world. Hence you certainly 
nnot expect to escape them. When 
u free yourself from the spirit of 
1e world and delve deeply into the 
assion and death of Christ, you will 
early see Christ’s cross overshadow- 
ig your own, 

You will also be encouraged to 
ceak with the world when you more 
ally realize how Christ detests the 
ikewarm. He stated very openly that 
5 would rather have you hot or cold, 
at the lukewarm he could not stom- 
th. Quite a frank statement. Yet 
hrist made plenty of these. The luke- 
‘arm person is one who professes to 
low Christ, yet is so worldly in his 
sligious outlook. 

We have a good picture of the luke- 
arm person in the elder brother of 
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the prodigal son. He was loyal to his 
father, worked conscientiously, and 
seemingly worshipped God. Still 
Christ painted him in a bad light. 
Why? Simply because he was luke- 
warm. He lacked the heat of charity, 
and had no forgiving love for his re- 
pentant brother. His break with the 
world was weak and under pressure 
he showed his true loyalty, to himself 
and not to God. 


2. Carrying through Your Break 
with the World 


To make your break with the world 
effective you need complete sacrifice. 
You cannot ride the fence. In fact 
you will always be second rate in your 
spiritual life unless your rupture with 
the world is a good clean _ break. 
Hence it definitely must come from 
your will, It is a decision you make 
under the guidance of the Holy Spirit, 
and he will give you the grace to hold 
to it at all costs. 

Hence your will must be disciplined. 
The world does not like this, and 
calls it repression, an evil thing. Mod- 
erns teach that the natural instincts 
should not be repressed, since this 
causes a “complex” which will hinder 
the struggle for existence, They ad- 
vocate giving free rein to all natural 
impulses, good or bad. Are you letting 
this spirit affect you? You may laugh 
at these arguments of the world, but 
secretly and quietly you actually al- 
low them to influence you. 

You will note this in your own self- 
indulgence. You can, for instance, let 
yourself stay in bed longer in the 
morning, an extra five minutes. This 
truly indicates an attachment to self- 
comfort. Prompt rising would put an 
end to this if your break with the 
world was clean. You must not say 
Elecannot do jit. You must doit. 
This is much like the difficult as- 


signment given to a soldier by his su- 


241 


perior officer. The soldier said: “T 
will try to do it.” But the retort of 
his officer was: “That is not enough.” 
Then the soldier stated: “I will do 
my best to do it.” “That still is not 
enough,” replied the officer. Finally 
the soldier awoke to what was neces- 
sary, and he blurted out: “I will do 
it.’ That is the same determination 
you need. It is open evidence of a 
clear break with the world, a true 
dedication to ideals. 


Every day you will find yourself 
tending to slip away from your com- 
plete spirit of self sacrifice. It might 
appear, for example, in your self-in- 
dulgence to remain in an impatient 
mood or cling to a grudge. You may 
hold back a smile which could solve 
all. Blessed Contardo Ferrini, the ter- 
tiary lawyer, knew this well. For he 
wrote: “A smile can even be an act 
of heroism.”” And it is in such a case. 
He had made his clean break with 
the world, and knew what he had to 
do to preserve it. 


How did Christ act when he was 
tempted by the world? The devil took 
him up to a high mountain and 
showed him all the kingdoms of the 
world and the glory of them. and 
said: “All these things will I give 
thee. if you fall down and worship 
me.” Tesus replied: “Begone Satan! 
for it is written. “The Lord thy God 
thou shall worship and him alone 
shalt thou serve.” Then the devil left 
him.” 

You must act the same way when 
tempted by gratifications of self-love 
Tt must be a quick “Begone Satan.” 
Tt is following the old but very nec- 
essary adage “Resist the beginnings.” 
Little things weaken your will and 
open the door to greater things. You 
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no doubt well remember Charle: 
Dicken’s story of Oliver Twist. Oliver 
Twist was a little lad schooled by 
evil thief, Fagin. Fagin pushed Oli 
Twist through the little openings 
buildings, had him open the door 
from within, and then entered him. 
self for real mischief. All your petty 
acts of self-indulgence are so man 
Oliver Twists opening your doo 
from within for the greater evils t 
enter. 


To inspire yourself to persevere i 
your break with the world you mus 
look to Christ in his sufferings. St 
Francis gives you the example. He de} 
sired to imitate his Master in all thing 
as far as possible. But he had a spe 
cial desire to conform to him in hr 
sufferings. He wished to walk witl 
Jesus on every road but most of a) 
on the Royal road of the Cross. Hi 
poverty must be the poverty of Bethle 
hem, but it must be the poverty ¢ 
Calvary also. Beneath the cross th 
soldiers gambled for the clothing ¢ 
the dying Savior. Francis in the pre 
ence of his bishop and the civil off 
cials of Assisi took off his clothes am 
gave them to his avaricious father. | 
cast off cloak of a shepherd becami 
his garment. Joyfully he received 
and put it on, having marked it wit| 
the sign of the cross. This was h} 
public profession, so to speak, of hf 
knighthood of the cross. 


Your holy profession in the Thi 
Order is meant to be the very sami 
It cannot and should not be just § 
profession to receive the spiritul 
wealth of indulgences in the Thiif 
Order. In fact the spiritual wealth } 
the Third Order will never be tru 
effective in your soul unless you a 
sincerely pledged to the cross. 
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yj Rnow Christ, Gratien de Paris O.F.M. 
Cap. trans. Paul J. Oligny, O.F.M., 
Franciscan Institute, $1.00. 
The title of the book is taken from one 
f the sayings of St. Francis: “I know 
thrist, poor and crucified.” The book has 
nree chapters. 
1. First is a brief history of the life of 
it. Francis which covers ten pages and 
aves and adequate account of the impor- 
ant events in the life of the saint. 
| 2. The personality of St. Francis is 
iken up in the second chapter. The au- 
ior aptly states: ‘Nor was he a vision- 
y, a victim of a vivid imagination, jump- 
1g at an idea that suddenly fascinated 
aim only to leave it a moment later for a 
ore attractive one. On the contrary, 
ancis acted with perfect continuity of 
He always walked the same 
, and advanced with the greatest 
udence. He controlled his flights of emo- 
on and imagination never making a de- 
‘sion without the benefit of prayer, ma- 
are deliberation and consultation. During 
re bitter struggle of his spiritual trans- 
prmation he preserved his natural gifts 
ith all their charming freshness.” As for 
is intellect, nothing better attested to its 
yrce and vitality than the powerful men- 
] synthesis it worked out in the course 
£ the different stages of his life. His con- 
‘ience was ever on the alert against the 
-mptation of vainglory, sensuality and 
-xness. This wholesome conscience was 
bined to a will of extraordinary strength. 
yy dint of energy and constancy, Francis 
ps triumphed over all the internal and 
<ternal obstacles which opposed the real- 
‘ation of his ideal in his personal life. 
‘he penetration of his intellect and the 
ureness of his judgment were conspicuous 
1 his teaching on joy, in his rejection of 
rivileges, in his lesson on obedience and 
ymmands, on chastity, simplicity and 
‘arning, on poverty, on how to read and 
arn, on the value of example. In the 
<pression of his thoughts, he formulated 
ear and exact axioms. His imagination 
as too vivid for him to express his ideas 
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in abstract terms. He made them appeal 
to the heart and senses as much as to the 
mind. Solid common sense preserved him 
from superstitious formalism; he knew 
how to distinguish the letter from the 
spirit, the accessory from the principal. 

3. The Third chapter deals with the 
spirituality of St. Francis. The first part 
treats of the ideals of St. Francis. “To 
imitate Christ was the ideal of St. Francis. 
‘His chief intention, his principal desire, 
his supreme resolve was to observe the 
Holy Gospel in all things, to practice the 
doctrine of our Lord Jesus, to follow him 
step by step.’ ” In the second part the au- 
thor states that charity and poverty were 
the means that St. Francis chose to realize 
his ideal. The characteristics of Franciscan 
spirituality singled out in the third section 
are integrity, magnanimity and eagerness. 
Finally there is a brief consideration of 
the fruits of this spirituality of St. Francs, 
namely joy, peace and universal charity. 
This eighty page book is packed solid with 
meaty material. There is hardly a wasted 
word. ° 
My Catholic Faith, L. L. Morrow, Mission 

House, Kenosha, Wis., $4.00. 

This is a completely revised edition of 
a book that has gone through many print- 
ings. It is perhaps one of the most thor- 
ough catechisms on the market (530 
pages). The layout of the book has spe- 
cial appeal. Large, expressive illustrations 
plus about 150 smaller pictures, head the 
various chapters, important material is set 
in bold type. The edition uses the revised 
edition of the Baltimore Catechism, the 
translation of the New Testament and the 
Ritual of the Confraternity of Christian 
Doctrine. Care has been taken to avoid 
hurting the feelings of nonCatholics. The 
beauty, unity, and holiness of the Catholic 
doctrine is given in clear, easy language 
so that it may be understood, admired, 
loved and accepted. Topics that are ncz 
strictly doctrinal such as, Eastern Churcl., 
Roman Curia, Church and State, Science 
and Bible, Evolution, Catholic Action, are 
discussed in separate lessons. e 
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Virtues of St. Francis 


Aecentuate the Positive! — 


A SHORT TIME AGO a young lady 
told me that she wanted to become 
a nun, Why? Because she was so 
happy! “I feel so happy about life and 
things I want to thank God for it 
and share it with others.” I don’t 
know whether this young lady is go- 
ing to become a Franciscan but she 
certainly portrays an attitude that 
would tickle St. Francis. Francis gave 
so much to God because he felt so 
much was just wonderful and a 
worthy gift to be given the Creator. 
Francis had a positive approach to 
most everything. 

This in contrast to a negative, mor- 
alizing approach that is often found 
among Christians. Some people feel 
that the world and all creation is just 
one big forbidden apple, one big 
temptation to sin. They approach 
everything with a geiger counter to 
see how much sin, possible sin, is re- 
lated to the object or event. They 
measure it out, determine the exact 
intensity, shake their heads over it 
and tell all their friends about it. 
They greedily speculate on the vari- 
ous forms of wickedness this thing 
could lead to. A sign escapes them. 
Another woe in this already woeful 
world. Then they go off in a corner 
to sit and keep themselves from con- 
tamination. Alas and alack! 

Some approach people this way. 
Everyone is a crook. No one is gen- 
erous or disinterested. There is al- 
ways an angle somebody is working. 
They can never warm up to anyone 
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by Xavier Carroll O.F.M. 


till he has signed on the dotted line 
As soon as they encounter anyon 
their first thought is self-protection 
They never make an initial emotiona 
investment. They are suspicious til 
the other proves himself. If the othe 
does have some obvious vice they 
dwell on this and deplore it from the 
depths of their hearts. 

Francis’ positive approach is so uti 
terly different. Creation is good. Al 
of it, With sin in the world thing; 
can be abused. In themselves, how 
ever, they are good, very good. Eve 
thing that “is” somehow reflects th: 
Creator, participates in his perfectior 
By our interaction with things we am 
to be brought to our own perfectio# 
and completion, Grace builds on na¥ 
ture. Francis would not fear any ad 
vance in human knowledge and sc¢ 
ence. It is very true that with eacit 
new invention, each new understanat 
ing of the forces of the universe any 
the forces within the personality, livs 
ing seems to become a bit more com 
plex and the possibilities of sin multl 


coin: life can become richer, our un# 
derstanding of the marvelous Gal 
greater and our love for Him and o 
gratitude more intense. This is tli 
side Francis choses to concentra 
upon. I am sure he would welconé 
television for the marvel that it is ang 
immediately set to thinking of how | 
can be put to good use. I can wel 
imagine him looking over the shoul 
der of atomic scientists and giving ojf 
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ith a long low whilstle over the 
idden possibilities within matter, 
hough he might not understand 
st what modern psychologists are 
to and would not see what all this 
sting and analysing led to, once he 
as assured some of these were hon- 
t men in search of better under- 
anding of man he would feel at 
me in their company and respect 
eir efforts. It would be interesting 
know his attitude toward con- 
mporary art and design. I cannot 
agine him condemning it all out 
hand. He would despise the charla- 
ns, certainly. But somehow I think 
would be sympathetic to those 
ing to express their feelings toward 
od, life, man and all creation in a 
sh, strong way. 
Let there be no mistake. Every ad- 
nce in the natural order presents 
ak-willed man with more problems. 
e has more things to order toward 
ivine purposes. But what a wonder- 
| challenge and what wonderful re- 
rds! In the Gospel parables the 
aster seems to congratulate those 
ho take and invest their talents so 
to multiply them, Any investment 
olves risk. But the Master will have 
truck with those who go off to a 
rner to hold on with dear life to 
e basic gifts God gave them. God 
Id man in the opening chapters of 
snesis to “fill the earth and make 
yours; take command.” He pointed 
' forward, into the unknown. To sit 
ck hugging the familiar and already 
bdued is to miss our vocation in 
e. People who pine for the “good 
days” when life was less challeng- 
x are denying reality. I think there 
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ought always to be a bit of tension 
in the life of a Christian. I think he 
ought always to have a hot potato in 
his hand and juggle it back and forth 
till he figures out what to do with it. 
Contemporary advances in science, in 
culture and social living, in under- 
standing unconscious compulsions, in 
international relations, in economics, 
in industrial relations, make moral 
judgments more and more difficult to 
arrive at. These advances also seem 
to make the human race more and 
more self-sufficient. There is a strong 
tendency to discount God’s providence 
as we come to depend less and less 
on rainfall, the flow of rivers, the 
sun; less and less on the good disposi- 
tion of our “betters.”” We seem to hold 
things within our own hands. The 
Christian conscience is very truly 
taxed today. The temptation to pride 
and religious indifference is great. 
But as we struggle toward a more pro- 
found understanding of our depend- 
ence on God as we gain insight into 
the complexities of human relations 
and better understand the concrete 
demands of justice and charity, the 
richer Christians we will become. The 
more mature we will become. Ma- 
turity is the ability to organize and 
give single direction to multiple fac- 
tors. We must not be afraid to grow 
up, despite the acuteness of “grow- 
ing pains.” We just run out and em- 
brace all that “is.” We must reclaim 
and redirect what is abused, But we 
must never wash our hands of the 
world and all that is of nature and 
the human mind. Francis would not 
have done so. He would be positive. 
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Time for Re-Appraisal 


by Thomas More Mac Donald O.F.M. 


if IS WIGH TIME that we subject 
some of our statements to the strong 
search light of careful and honest 
scrutiny. I am listing seven statements 
which, in my opinion, should be care- 
fully examined and questioned, be- 
cause they create false impressions. 


1. The marvelous elasticity of the 
tertiary ideal 


This is perhaps very true if we 
mean our ability to adapt ourselves to 
circumstances and events but are we 
not using expression such as this to 
cover up the fact we are muddling 
through with no definite spiritual and 
apostolic programs? 


2. Quality is what counts—not 
quantity 


This is indubitably true. However, 
let us be honest. Are we not in many 
cases using this statement as an excuse 
for our poor showing. The fraternity 
is small and novices are few in num- 
ber but quality is what counts not 
quantity. We are left to infer that if 
the number is small, it is all good 
quality. If the number of recruits is 
large it is of inferior quality! 


3. We must first fill ourselves with 
holiness and then spill over or 
use the overflow in apostolic 
good works 


Judging from the letters I have re- 
ceived from scattered points of the 
United States this seems to be widely 
held. 

In my humble opinion such a state- 
ment is both psychologically and 
theologically unsound. 
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From a psychological point of view 
we start doing things as soon as we 
grasp them, We don’t wait for an 
overflow. A child understands imper-— 
fectly so he acts in a childish, imper- 
fect manner. As he grasps things more 
perfectly—or if you wish, as he be- 
comes more filled with knowledge, he | 
acts more perfectly. In a word, under- . 
standing and doing go hand in hand. . 


. . . | 

From a_ theological viewpoint ai 
Christian must be an apostle from) 
the age of reason until he dies. 


The interior life of holiness comes s 
first but it can never be separated: 
from an apostolic life. They go hand : 
in hand. St. John tells us very clearly: 
in his first Epistle that the way wes 
treat our neighbor is an indication or} 
measure of the amount of love we; 


have for God. 


If we had to wait for an overflow, 
of holiness before engaging in apos-¥ 
tolic good works our Lord would 
never have confined his judgment on! 
the last day to the manner in which] 
we practiced the spiritual and cor) 
poral works of mercy during our life+ 
time. Read Mt. 25, 31-46. Holiness 
and the ardent desire of spreading) 
the Kingdom of God go hand in hana} 
from the cradle to the grave. As <]| 
person increases in holiness, in the) 
same measure does he become a bet) 
ter apostle. Remember our Lord seni} 
his disciples and apostles out to preach 
and evangelize shortly after their coniil 
version. He did not wait for this sé] 
called overflow of holiness before do. 
ing so. Read Mk. 6, 30. St. raked 
did likewise with his first companions} 


The best workers in the parish, 
‘the most energetic members of 
Catholic Action are tertiaries 
i are no doubt many cases 
ere the Third Order helped indi- 
uals souls become excellent apos- 
S. 

Still we would do well not to gen- 
lize. More and more we find ex- 
lent parish and Catholic Action 
rkers and leaders who are not ter- 
ries and have no intention of join- 
the Third Order. Again we find 
ny excellent apostolic workers who 
ve been so for years before they 
r heard of the Third Order. In 
ny cases we too easily take credit 
t is not our due. Perhaps these ex- 
lent workers we point to with pride 
eived their spiritual and apostolic 
ining from another source. Tell me. 
e they good lay apostoles because 
y joined the Third Order or did 
»y join the Third Order because 
y were good sodalists or good 


mbers of the Legion of Mary? 


Other Societies are successful in 
the field of the lay apostolate be- 
cause they have official backing. 
‘The field of the apostolate is 
largely closed to the Third 
Order. 

ay are the parish doors closed? Why 
the Chancery door locked? It is be- 
se we are not in harmony with the 
ectives and policies of our Bish- 
;. Whether we like it or not this 
the age of the apostolate of the 
-yv in the Church. As long as we 
side to remain aloof, the doors will 
iaain locked. 

The Holy Father could not be more 
ar. “You must be a school of fear- 
» and prompt action for the build- 
up of the Body of Christ.”—Fran- 
tan Vision of Life—Pius XII— 
wat, 1956. 

What are we going to do about it? 
» we going to hang on stubbornly 
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to our out-moded ideas or are we go- 
ing to the directives of Holy Mother 
Church. When we do so, the Parish 
doors will open once again. The 
Chancery door will be unlocked and 
we will be welcomed into the field of 
the apostolate. 


6. We cannot do any apostolic work 
because we will run into conflict 
with official groups ; 
This will never happen if we fol- 

low the right procedure. Go to the 
bishop or the parish priest first. They 
are the ones who can confide an 
apostolic work to the Third Order 
which will not conflict with the work 
done by other groups. 


7. The Third Order has nothing to 
do with the lay apostolate. It 
simply prepares people to take 
their places as apostles in other 
organizations. 

This policy has done a great deal of 

harm to the Third Order cause. Why 

farm out our tertiaries to be apostles 
in other organizations? Let us do our 
own apostolic work. We did so in past 
ages, Why stop now? No wonder we 
have ended up as Happy Death fra- 
ternities. If this policy keeps on much 
longer it may well spell the death of 
many fraternities and it won’t be a 
happy death either. Read the Fran- 
ciscan Vision of Life. The Holy Fa- 
ther tells us that we must be a school 
of fearless and prompt action for the 
building up of the Body of Christ. 
Mr. Johnson and the many oth- 
ers who share his views show no dis- 
respect to the old and feeble when 
they point out the danger of the Third 

Order becoming a “Happy Death So- 

ciety.” They are merely warning that 

the gaining of indulgences is not the 
chief aim of the Third Orde: of St. 

Francis. Judging from the letters I 

received from various United States 

(See page 249) 
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Noonday Devil 


Geraldine Liss Sell, Tertiary 


(| Bee LONG HOT SUMMER is mid. 
way through and the anticipation with 
which it was awaited has turned te 
boredom, It’s the half-way point tha 
is so hard to take, not only on a sum 
mer vacation but all through life. Ou: 
parents, for instance, have the mos 
difficult time with us in our teens 
when we’re mid-way between bein; 
big and small. 

At the office the conversation usu 
ally runs, “Lunch time, the day i 
half over.” Or, “Thank God _ iti 
Wednesday. Two down and two t 
go.” And at school we say, “Am | 
glad it’s Christmas. The year is hai 
over.” 

And now that it’s vacation, you 
dad wishes that you’d mow the law 
when you should, instead of waitin! 
to be told, and your mom wishes yo 
older sister would be back in scho: 
so the phone would be free, and y 
wish your younger brother would g 
out of your hair. 


The half-way point is getting yo 
not only around the house. The su 
mer job that should have been 
great is becoming drudgery. It hi 
no more fascination. The luxury 
lolling at the beach is gone becau 
most of the kids are out of town. Gal 
ting up for Mass on weekdays is § 
little more difficult because the whe 
school isn’t there. Going to confessi 
on Saturday isn’t easy when you hat 
to work till five and have a date : 
eight. 

Even going on a date in summé 
presents its problems, You’d be so c« 
if you wore a low, low dress, or)} 
would be so nice to suggest a drive 
movie where a fellow doesn’t have’ 
wear a suit jacket and a tie, The lak 
is quite inviting after the date, w) 
the cool breeze blowing. : 

And looking back to the beginnid 


of the summer you know it wasn’t I 


t then. You are sort of falling 
rt. This is like the middle of the 
r between retreats, or the Satur- 
between the bi-weekly confession. 
he strange part about it is that 
saints didn’t have a_ half-way 
nt, or a low middle between two 
s. They avoided being at the cen- 
of a catenary by living each day 
itself, and even each minute, one 
a time. And this they achieved by 
king and acting as though each 
of the minutes would be the last. 
at is why they were constantly go- 
up, never sinking. What they did 
be summed up in one sentence 
t a high school instructor used to 
ten times a class, ‘Remember, 
s, God gives no one more time 
n he really needs.” 
his, then, explains the cliché 
ut only the good dying young. 
y never needed any more time. 
was always complete in the sense 
t any minute God could say, 
at’s all,’ and the saints didn’t 
e to say, “Hold it, Lord, got to 
to confession first.” But mid-way 
ugh the long, hot summer we 
rht have to. Not that we’ve been 
1, you understand. Just hedging, a 
‘e here, a little there, and it’s so 
y, now. 
7ou forget your tertiary office be- 
se you don’t pass a church every 
‘like you did going to school. You 
't wear your scapular because it 
ws through a thin shirt. You skip 
meeting because there is a picnic 
-same day. You loaf on the job, 
ause it’s too hot for work, but this 
heating your employer out of his 
due. You growl at your sister be- 
se she’s in your way, but this is 
haritable, You won’t go to the 
e because you don’t feel like walk- 
in the sun, but this is not doing 
r duty. 


‘ou wear the low dress because 
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you are cool, and this may be tempta- 
tion for someone. You take a girl to 
a drive-in, so you can slouch in a 
car, and you make it difficult for her 
to remain a lady. 

This is the middle of the long, hot 
summer, Anticipation has become 
boredom. And the boredom? What 
shall it become? e 


Re- Appraisal 
(Continued from page 247) 
points, for many, the primary pur- 
pose of the Third Order is simply a 
rich source of spiritual favors and in- 
dulgences. One indignant writer said 
that we most definitely did have a 
clear spiritual program and pointed 
to the list of monthly indulgences as 
proof thereof. Since when is a long 
list of indulgences a spiritual pro- 
gram? The Holy Father gives in some 
detail the spiritual program the Third 
Order should follow. It is contained 
in the Franciscan Vision of Life writ- 
ten July 1, 1956. Let us stop ignor- 
ing the directives of the Holy Father. 

We shall only hear the last of 
“Happy Death Society” when the 
Third Order of St. Francis once again 
becomes “A Way of Life,” “A School 
of Perfection and a School of fearless 
and prompt action for the building up 
of the Church of God” (Franciscan 
Vision of Life). @ 


National T.O. Treasurer—Family of Year 
William Corcoran’s family was chosen as 
“The Family of the Year’ at the Xavier 
University Life Institute held in Cincin- 
nati recently. Mr. Corcoran is the National 
Treasurer of the Third Order of St. Fran- 
cis in North America, re-elected to the 
post at Boston after serving for the past 
five years. The Family Life Conference is 
a yearly event sponsored by Xavier Uni- 
versity. During the presentation speech, 
the Third Order of St. Francis received 
a deserving recognition in the work it is 
doing for the Catholic laity. e 
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INTEREST 


Franciscan Chaplain Honored Since the 
day that St. Francis tended the lepers and 
the day that he called some robbers into 
the friary and converted them to friars, 
the Franciscan Fathers have been known 
for their outstanding work in hospitals, 
institutions, prisons and jails. Latest to 
be honored in the Los Angeles Tidings is 
Fr. Joseph Thompson O.F.M. and his two 
assistants, Fr. Rudolph Scneider O.F.M. 
and Fr. Kenan Osborne O.F.M.—all of 
Santa Barbara Province. Their “parish” 
area covers jails, honor farms and deten- 
tion camps from Terminal Island at Wilm- 
ington to the Ventura County borderline. 
Included are the main city and county 
jails (Los Angeles), camps at Malibu, 
Soledad, San Francisquito, Sunland, Deck- 
er Canyon and Bouquet Canyon, Biscailuz 
Honor Farm at Castaic and other adult 
and juvenile facilities in the city of Los 
Angeles. The chaplain’s office coordinates 
all Catholic work in the jail system, pro- 
vides spiritual guidance for inmates as part 
of the rehabilitation program, assists pri- 
soners in their requests for temporal help. 
In 1955 Fr. Joseph celebrated his 50th 
anniversary as a Franciscan. At that time 
he said: “I have been a missionary, par- 
ish priest and educator in a seminary, but 
I find my jail chaplaincy the most re- 
warding of priestly assignments.” e 


Third Order Milwaukee 
Herald Citizen,’ Milwaukee’s Catholic 
weekly, featured the Third Orders on a 
front page and middle-page spread in its 
May 3 issue. ‘Tabloid size, the paper car- 


Feature ‘The 


ried a full front page picture of the “Hour 
of St. Francis” personnel and several pic- 
tures on the inside—one of Fr. Adolph 


Bernholz O.F.M. Conv. presenting the St. 
Francis Peace Medal award to John Foster 
Dulles, and the other of Fr. Albert Nimeth 
O.F.M., Forum manager, at a youth ses- 
sion in the recent Boston Congress. The 
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well written article, explaining the Thin 
Orders in the Church, noted that “TI 
largest of the 11 Third Order groups 
the Third Order Secular of St. Se 
founded by St. Francis of Assisi in 122) 
After explaining the central organizati 
of the Third Order of St. Francis, the < 
ticle made mention of the Order’s montht 
publication, THE FRANCISCIAN HerAl/ 
AND Forum, the Hour of St. Francis 1{ 
dio and TV program, its annual Pea 
Medal Award, AVE visual educatic 
Sunday Observance campaign and you 
work, An excellent article which could 
used in other periodicals. 


Reinhold Schneider: Franciscan Herald Pw} 
can be justly proud of having made Jf 
Hour of St. Francis of Assisi by Reinhil 
Schneider, available to the United Stal 
public several years ago. The author dé 
on Easter Sunday in Freiburg-im-Breispé 
at the age of fifty-four. A great poet :@ 
writer, he was unfortunately little knot 
outside of the German-speaking world.] 
“Franciscan Studies” (Vol. 13, n. 2 &] 
1955) Fr. Ignatius Brady O.F.M. wrail 
“Give this book place! Despite its ta 
it has nothing to do with the radio] 

TV-hour of Saint Francis, being a tril] 
lation of Die Stunde des heiligen Fi 

von Assisi. . . . the work bids fair to nf 
in depth and insight Chesterton’s Si 
Francis, and to surpass the lattery 

breadth of treatment. Neither work c« 

well serve as an introduction to the SA 
But granted at least a basic knowledgii 
his life, Chesterton’s work provides de\! 
appreciation of his inner spirit, while(f 
work of Dr. Schneider, though a sligill 
volume, is even more penetrating in| 
perception of the true secret of Frail 
and his mission yesterday and today. F 
period in history since 1226 has beent] 
hour of Saint Francis, in which h? 
herald to the world, herald and imag: 


(See page 252) 


Rt. Rey. Msgr. John N, Nudine (right) expressed his delight with the tertiaries as an aid 
to the pastor to (I. to r.) Father Mathew Popp O.F.M. (Louisville, Ky.), and Nicholas 


tinson, and Montgomery Shurcliffe. 


ERTIARIES HELP THE PASTOR 
Father Provincial invited me to give 
' convention the Pastor’s view of the 
ne of the Third Order of St. Francis 
restoring the parish in Christ. 


Ne must remember that from Apostolic 
es, the Catholic Church has always op- 
ted with the parish as the unit of growth 
| action, Our Holy Father, Pope Pius 
[, the greatest living member of the 
ird Order of St. Francis is with us in 
it today, having given the millions of 
mbers of the League of the Sacred 
art as their Special Intention, the City 
‘ish. 

Phe Parish is still the official unit of 
ion in the Catholic Church, as the 
nily is the unit of Social activity. The 
vbination of spiritual material responsi- 
ties burdening the pastors of parishes 
always created a more or less serious 
ect in developing the full spiritualities 
individual parishioners. Divine Provi- 
ce has arranged that Religious Orders 
founded to supply this missing aid in 
ish perfection. 

sy the Sacred Vows a small number of 
ceials are burdened with material tasks 
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similar to a pastor’s, while others are free 
to specialize in fostering the growth of 
holiness among individuals members of 
parishes. 


The Lay, or Third Order of St. Francis 
is a most productive means placed in the 
hands of our Religious Orders to foster 
spiritual perfection and more productive 
Catholic Action in our parishes. 

Personally, I have been pastor of horse- 
back Missions in the Mammoth Cave re- 
gion for 74% years, in the Negro Mission 
Work 12 years, and now 20 years in a 
good city parish. Eight years ago, I found 
to my entire satisfaction, that the Third 
Order of St. Francis supplies the urgent 
need of organized pursuit of higher spiritu- 
ality of individuals in the parish, with re- 
sulting improvement in the entire parish. 

My dear Tertiaries, at this time I be- 
came an active Tertiary and encourage 
others to study and practice your Third 
Order Rule—live it in your parish con- 
tacts and you will truly be restoring your 
parish in Christ through the Third Order 
of ‘St. Francis. 


Rt. Rev. Msgr. John N. Dudine, Pastor 
St. Elizabeth Church, Louisvilie, Ky. 
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(Continued from page 250) 
the Great King whose poor livery he 
wore, whose wounds he bore. 

“In three chapters, which the transla- 
tor has helpfully broken down into sec- 
tions, the author (a layman) has _por- 
trayed 1) The Road of History; the back- 
ground of Saint Francis, his times, their 
needs, the conversion of the Saint and 
the beginning of the Order 2) The Pat- 
tern of Life: a remarkable analysis of 
Franciscan life and spirit, particularly the 
Christocentric, Christiform character of 
that life, to mirror to the world the figure 
of Christ; 3) The Saint in Time: the 
worldshaking influence of the Saint and 
the Order in the Middles Ages (with im- 
plication for our own day and our own 
lives). 

“One appreciates the evident fact that 
the author has used only sure sources, es- 
pecially Celano and Saint Bonaventure: 
he lapses once (p. 108), to mention the 
legend of Saint Clare’s visit to the Por- 
ziuncola, a legend of the Fioretti con- 
tradicted by Celano’s statement that once 
Clare had entered San Damiano she never 
leftrite=. 

“Though one might think,” as Arch- 
bishop Cushing remarks in his Note, “that 
all the books possible about Saint Francis 
had already been written, there is cer- 
tainly room for this work. It will stir to 
new flame that holy unrest which lies in 
the heart of every true Franciscan: “Breth- 
ren, let us now begin to do good!” 

The Tablet (London) writes of Rein- 
hold Schneider: “Although he proudly de- 
scribed himself as a non-academic histo- 
rian, he set out to discover the meaning 
of historical events in the rise and fall of 
the empires of Spain, Portugal and Ene- 
land in the lives of saints and kings. He 
was interested in the clash between the 
forces of good and evil, in the exercise of 
power by the holders of spiritual author- 
ity, always relating events and personalities 
to the fact of the Cross!” 

“In a penetrating study of Reinhold 
Schneider’s writings published on the oc- 
casion of his fiftieth birthday by Jakob 
Hegner, Cologne, Hans Urs von Balthasar 
pointed to the ‘Augustinian dualism,’ as 
opposed to the Thomist-Aristotelian think- 
ing more closely based on the natural law, 
which is characteristic of Reinhold 
Schneider’s historical vision, exemplified 
in such titles as Power and Grace or De- 
moniacs and Transfiguration. Rein- 
hold Schneider tended to see man 
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*3 
not as created in his own right but as 
object in the eternal struggle between 5 
forces of heaven and hell, linked to God 
through Creation, but not, as it oe 
isting in his own ts His Weld 
chauung was closer to the spiritualism o| 
St. Francis than to the naturalism of St 
Thomas, and he suffered much disparage 
ment for the pacifist views he expressec 
soon after the last war. During the Naz 
regime his writings and poems served te 
encourage and fill with hope the large 
but inarticulate group of German Chris. 
tian opponents to the Third Reich; the 
were passed from hand to hand and i 
secretly in air raid shelters, concentratio 
camps and at the front line. The poet him 
self was accused of ‘high treason’ early i 
1945, but escaped. 
“Schneider's place in modern Germar 
literature as leading representative of thi 
Christian faith has been compared to thai 
of Paul Claudel in Catholic France. In 
deed, Claudel’s ‘continents’ had __ theik 
equivalent in the concept of Europe whici 
Schneider upheld. Both deplored the los 
of the medieval ideals of monarch 
monastic renunciation and chivalry. H® 
work was filled with the passionate desir 
to express in his creative work that grati’ 
perficit naturam—grace perfects nature= 


The “Universal” St. Francis Here is aw 
other proof of St. Francis’ hour in ov 
world. Last February the Saturday Revie’ 
published a questionnaire on “greatness! 
in an effort to find out what its reade#¥ 
thought of greatness. The ten leaders are’ 
Abraham Lincoln, Albert Schweitze § 
Thomas Jefferson, Socrates, Albert Ein? 
stein, William Shakespeare, St. Francis \f 
Assisi, Franklin D. Roosevelt, Sir Winstctl 
Churchill, Tulius Caesar. Though St. Prait 
cis is admitte dly in some disjointed cont 
pany, still it is interestng to note that he ¢ 
the only saint among the top ten choses) 
In another age the saints were the on] 
real heroes—and sanctity was the test | 
true heroism—as it still is in the Chure 
today. The powers of the soul acting will 
God’s grace and overcoming the obstacld 
left by Original Sin has been the true te 
of heroism. And of greatness. St. Francisiil 
at least a last and single link in the mol) 
ern mind to that grand scale by which t/§ 
Church judges greatness. That is why 1 
believe that St. Francis and the oowte if 
his message lived in the lives of milliail 
still has the virtuous power to change tf 
society in which we live—for the better!/4) 


,CALENDAR OF PLENARY 
INDULGENCES 
JULY 


Visitation, G.A. 
ot. Elizabeth of Portugal W. 3 Or, 
it. Nicholas and Comp. M. 1 Or. (see 


ap. July 11)—St. Veronica Giuliani 
Cap.; rest, see July 11). 


ot. Veronica Guiliani V. 2 Or. OOSts. 
es & Comp. (Cap., rest see July 


bt. Francis Solano C. 1 Or. (Cap., see 
uly 21; T.O.R., see July 24). 


+t. Bonaventure Card. B.C.D. 1 Or. 


Paaeetancis Solano C. 1 Or—(Cap.; 
P.O.R. see July 24; rest see July 13). 


it. Lawrence of Brindisi C. 1 Or. 
‘Cony. see July 24). 


st. Lawrence (Conv.; rest see July 23). 
ESt. Francis Solano (T.O.R.; rest see 
tuly 13 or July 21). 


st. Anne. 


1. Mary Magdalene Martinengo V. 
is. 


Pray for Them 


Sisters Clarissa Hilger, Zetulla Denig, 
Alwina Gutterer (Milwaukee 81) Sr. Rose 
Marie Tresch (Mt. Alvernia, Pa.), Sr. 
Scholastica Gottfried (Hartwell), Sr. Ser- 
vatius Grennen (Dubuque). 

Aurora, Ill.: Regina Schutte — Chicago: 
Nellie Duffy, Margaret Connors, Margaret 
Dorman, Theresa Wark, Loretta Vezina, 
Winifred Wurrin, Nellie McCarthy, Mary 
McHale, Catherine Quinn, Gertrude Ran- 
dal! — Cleveland: Mary Bomonti, Thomas 
P. Britton—Detroit: Caroline Havern, Fred 
Selincky, Margaret Marsh, Robert Hackett, 
Margaret Cunningham, Anna Thomas — 
Houston: Prosper C. Delatte—Long Island 
City: Florence Bonnoud — Loretto, Pa.: 
Mary Hoover, Mary Callan, Mary Kara- 
binos, Herman Litzinger, Emma Frank — 
Milwaukee: Charles MHallaska, Matilda 
Pigeon, Josephine Rankel, Joseph Roeckel, 
Audrey Blewett, Stella Miller—Patterson: - 
Julia Powers, Margaret McCorrey—Pitts- 
burgh: Pearl Loder, Frances Dongweck, 
Frances Hug, Anna Gerstlauer—St. Ber- 
nard, Ohio: Catherine Nurre—St. Louis: 
Emma Helfer, Henry Winkelmann, Mary 
Majda, Mattie Williams, Ida Gertner, Hen- 
ry Uhlen, Mary Bell, Amelia Binsbacher, 
Mary Cepelka, Mary Brusca, Margaret 
Bauer, Mary McArdle, Anna Sohner. 


| Fnauciscan Fenratd “Jaurs 


Lourdes Centenary Pilgrimages 
TING THE FRANCISCAN SHRINES: ASSISI, PADUA, LA VERNA 


A GREAT 30-DAY AIR PILGRIMAGE 


September 22 


$1098.00 


saturing: Paris, Lourdes, Nice, Milan, Venice, Padua, Florence, La 
erna, Assisi, Rome, Lake Como, Lucerne, German Black Forest, Wies- 
iden, Rhein Cruise, Cologne, Amsterdam, Brussels (World's Fair), 
ad London. 


- prices are all-inclusive even as to all meals from New York to New York. 
itual Director and Courier-Guide accompany the tours. 


ANCISCAN HERALD PILGRIMAGE BUREAU 
1434 W. 51st Street, Chicago 9, Illinois 


Ze 


THE FRANCISCAN BOOK CL 
Makes This Speetal Offer Fo You... a 


For only $2.98 


1. THESE MADE PEACE by Cecily Hallack and Peter F. Anson 
outstanding book of lives of more than 50 Franciscan tertiariesym 
sides a full survey of the history of the Third Order recorded in im 
ductory chapters. List Price $3.50 


2. A CHOICE OF ONE OUT OF 15 BOOKS 


15 fine Franciscan books to choose from for your second choice.y 


BOTH BOOKS FOR ONLY $2.98. 


Write for complete information today: 


FRANCISCAN BOOK CLUB, 1434 W. 51st St., Chicago 9, Iling: 
Neu Pranciscan Herald Press Publications . me 


IMMORTAL PROFILE 
by Ernest Pallascio-Morin 


A layman's key to meditating on the Gospels written in layman's language. Seventy-five ineldl 
from the Gospels retold briefly and in a new dimension. Paper: 95 cents Cloth: 


STORIES OF THE SAINTS 
by Norman Painting and Michael Day—illustrated 


Stories of four saints told against an authentic background. Neither boring nor sentimental. Ex 
reading for older children and adults. 


Saint ANTHONY: THE Man Wuo Founp HimseLr 
by Norman Painting and Michael Day 
Here is a wonderful life of St. Anthony of Padua that has the appeal of a novel! 


Our Lavy Ar Lourves 100 YrEars Aco 
by Marion Habig O.F.M. 


A wonderful summary of the facts of Lourdes by a scholar who has condensed books into this 
phlet. c 


Novena In Honor Or Our Lapy or LourpEs 
by Marion Habig O.F.M. 


Ahovena that can be used throughout the centenary year. Dates for the novena are suggested 
tie into the feasts of Our Lady and are related to the Lourdes’ apparitions. 10 ¢| 


20TH CENTURY LiTANy To THE PovERELLO 
by Martial Lekeux O.F.M., trans. by Sr. Bernarda O.S.F. 


In short chapters the author puts modern man into a medieval mold and tries to put us ini] 
Francis’ sandals in an attempt to apply old truths to new troubles. 


CAMEO OF ANGELA 
by S. M. Johnston 


A life of St. Angela Merici, foundress of the Ursulines and tertiary of St. Francis. Written fi 
historical novel. ; 
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